State of Texas

DAN MORALES

ATTORNEY GENERAL July 12, 1996

Mr. Leonard W. Peck, Jr.

Assistant General Counsel

Legal Affairs Division

Texas Department of Criminal Justice
P.O. Box 99

Huntsville, Texas 77342-0099

OR96-1127

Dear Mr. Peck:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under
. chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was assigned ID# 40453,

The Texas Department of Criminal Justice (the “department”) received a request
for reviews of incidents that occurred at a state jail facility in Willacy County, Texas.
You have submitted to this office for review three memoranda that department staff
members sent to the director of the department’s state jail division. These memoranda
evaluate the security of the state jail facility in Willacy County. You contend that these
memoranda are excepted from disclosure under section 552.108 of the Government Code.

Section 552.108 excepts from disclosure “[ilnformation held by a law
enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or
prosecution of crime,” and “{a]n internal record or notation of a law enforcement agency
or prosecutor that is maintained for internal use in matters relating to law enforcement or
prosecution.” Gov’t Code § 552.108; see Holmes v. Morales, 39 Tex. Sup. J. 781, 1996
WL 325601 (June 14, 1996). The memoranda at issue are internal records of the
department that are being maintained for internal use in matters relating to law
enforcement. Thus, the department may withhold the memoranda from disclosure under
section 552.108. Of course, the department may choose to release all or part of the
information at issue that is not otherwise confidential by law. Gov’t Code § 552.007.

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a
. published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous

512/463-2100 P.O. BOX 12548 AUSTIN, TEXAS?S?E 1_’2548

s S AL Ta LT



Mr. Leonard W. Peck, Jr. - Page 2

determination regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please
contact our office.

Yours very truly, m
Kareg. Hattaway
. Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
KEH/ch
Ref: [ID# 40453

Enclosures:  Submitted documents

cc: Honorable Ralph Lopez
Bexar County Sheriff
200 North Comal
San Antonio, Texas 78207
(w/o enclosures)



